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CIA HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAM _— 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel 
President's Comnlesion on the 
Assassination of Prasident Kennedy 


SUBJECT: . . ° Discussion Between Chairman Khrushchey and 
; Mr. Drew Pearson re Les Harvey Oewald a Te 


Waves i ea MMITSIOK 
LPs 


Le sii seit akties Salata widen 4k sdeda O6 ties, 
ear which I informed you that Mr. and Mrs. Drew Pearson had 
_ a lS-cinute conversation in Cairo on 2h May with Chairmen 
! | Thrushchev. 








! 26 Ye ne in Cairo has reported a con- 
Mie ae vnieb’ ami his wife Held with Mr. and Mrs. Drew 
3 | Pearson in Cairo on 2) and 25 Maye Mrs. Pearson is a cousin 
| a of the wife offthe C/A employeg.)) Nothing in the cable 
quoted below be construed as“Obviating any desirability 
a the Commiasion may feel about securing testimony directly from 
Mre and Mreo Pearson. We are forwarding it to you solely for 
the parposee of piscing in your hands az the earliest maent the 
informtion which has been provided to us in this privileged 
fashiaa. 


4 Be na message , of the Steven) Cairo reads 
as follows: 


, 966t 
pazniues sy eseajoy 
WY¥Y50ud M3ZIASY IVOINOLSIH VID 


“Mre. Drew Pearson provided on the evening of 
24 May the first information on the Oswelid portion . 
of the conrvrerssticon with Chairman and Mrs, Khrushchev. 
Mrae. Khrushchev opened the conversation by inquiring 
about Mre.. Fannedy: and expreasing concern about and” 
_ affection for her. Mrs. Pearson reassured ber, saying 
that Mrs. Kennedy had borne up remarkably well and was 
_ in good health. (Most of this conversstion was in 
English which Mrs. Khrusbchev speaks fairly well, with 
some assistance from Khrushchev! interpreter, who had 
served in the past as interpreter for the Pearsons 
and who helped arrange the meeting.) This led into 
Mrs. Khrushchev’ inquiry about their mutual frien, 
the wife: of Chie. Justice Warren, and ‘thence inte oe. 
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BE *“Tiereupon he’ asked ‘Mr. ‘Feasson,": eae Bis pape Sie 
: Mr. Peargon said in effect that the: whole’affair had°.0%-4" eS $5 


| | - taken place just as had been reported inthe ‘newspapers * a5 . aie a 
: | and presumably by the Soviet Ambassador in Washington. ig eee 
Chairman Khrushchev was utterly incredulous and hig = 8. EE. 


arobstypical ‘of every European I have. ever talked to on ee 
this subject’. That is, that there was some kind of  . | oe ae 


conspiracy to assassinate President Kennedy and then . So 
‘. . | - murder the assassin with the Dallas Police Department ee 
" .. . > | being an accessory. Mree Pearson got the: impression: Ee 
. that Chairmen Khrushchev had some dark thoughts about” ern 


the American Right Wing being behind this conspiracy 
aithcugh Chairman Khrashchev did not articulate this in 
ary clear fashion. Mrs. Pearson was a bit vague on this 
point in distinguishing between what Chairmen Khrushohev 
said and what she thought he believed. When Mr. Pearson 
said that we Americans are peculiar people, it under 
_standable that fcreignere had difficulty comprehending 
.. this fantastic episode, but in fact Oswald was mad, had 
z. .,., feted on his om, ditto Ruby, Chairman Mhrushchey said ere 
flatly that he did not believe this. He“sald he did °° US err™ 
not believe that the American security services were 
thie inept. Mr. Pearson again said he agreed this 
wae hurc to belisve but the facta were as they appesred, 
_ Mrs. Khrushchev: alec expressed disbelief and reiterated 
her affectico.for Mra. Kennedy. Mrse Pearson repeated 
that the reaction of Chairman Khrushchev and his wife 
“was one cf flat disbelief and archetypical of the 
universal Eurcpean belief that there was some kind of 
Americar, conspiracy behind the assassination of Presi- 
dent Kennedy ami the surder of Oswald. Chairman and 
Mre. Khrushchev could not beliteve that the affair had 
happened as it apparently did and Mre Pearson made no 
headway whatever in trying to change their belie? that 
something Wes net on the devel. Chairman Khrushcher 
greeted Mro and Mrs. Paarson's efforte with a tolerant 
- gsdle. The conversation then drifted into Chairman 
Ehrushcher' frienczy comente shout President Johnson. 





"On the morning of 25 May, Mre Pearson referred 
en passant to the Oswald portion of the conversation, 
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complete skepticism as to the public version rather than °° 00y "4 

being ons of holding concrete ideas as to exactly what ihe Se Tatas 

happened. : ee 

. Jt 
"On the evening of 25 May, Mr. and Mrs. Pearson, in 2 

discussing the Khrushchev talk, made another passing * a, 

_ Yeference to the fact that Chairmen and Mrs. Khrushchev. _ . ‘es chin an) 
are Convinced that the public version of the affair ig 9 090 P OP EUIOL 
not ‘true and thet nothing they could say altered this i eit 
beitef.* 
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7 | - Richard Helms 
cr oe , | ae 8 Deputy Director for Plans | .xubpunstd 
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